Aging Gracefully

This story tells the tale of two Erna’s, and a tradition started by Bruce Duggan, as per his confession the night of “That 70’s Show” (MBBC Reunion Aug 2010).  Erna (Klassen) Schram was, in her own words, a very shy person when she first attended MBBC, and her face would turn a brilliant red whenever she was embarrassed.

The tradition in the Dining Hall of Ebenezer Hall was that Happy Birthday was sung to individuals when others found out about the birthday. In this case, Erna made the occasion colorful enough that Bruce thought it worthy to repeat soon after, and many more times after that, until she believes she turned approximately 40 during her few years at the College. Erna (No. 1) and Bruce both graduated, and in 1980 Erna (Goerzen) Regehr arrived on scene (aka Erna No. 2). 

Alas, although Bruce had graduated, not all the other students had, and the tradition carried over. Over the four years, Erna No. 2 aged quickly and actually reached the seriously OLD age of 50!  This occasion had to be celebrated in style, so a combination of the mandatory singing at the table was followed by a chase to Riverton Hall. Erna ended up with an ice cold shower (fully clothed of course), but a beautiful gift to honor the occasion.

What gift would show the proper gravity and respect for Erna No. 2’s advance years?  A toilet plunger, complete with the initials of the perpetrators carved into the handle. Those identified include: Marguerite Wieler, Mel Peters, Len Guenther, and another that’s difficult to decipher but could be Evie Loewen. The toilet plunger survived all these years to be on display on the occasion of “That 70’s Show”. 

This trophy to aging gracefully has now has been handed over to Eleonore Braun for safekeeping until such time that it can come out as a surprise once again (perhaps a 50 year reunion). May we all have the same fortune to live our many years so youthfully!

Erna (Goerzen) Regehr
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