§ o

47l
Leal
H22
2000 R .
! o métﬁ %L - éﬂ,,; ’z{)f;ééi
/{\fﬁé Fart Jtory i bengsn
Contents
Foreword 7
- Copyright © 2000 Sheffield Academic Press Editorial Preface 9
f Preface 11
. Published by Abbreviations List 15
Sheffield Acgdemm Press Ltd List of Contributors 17
Mansion House : Six Ecojustice Principl
19 ngﬁeld Road CO]“S 1Ce l‘lnClp es 20
Sheffield 511 9AS )
England Conversations with Gene Tucker and Other Writers
Th .
ISBN 1-84127-085.7 e Earth Bible Team 21
Geophany: The Earth Story in Genesis 1
Published in the USA and Canada (only) by Norman Habel 34
The Pilgrim Press !
700 Prospect Avenue East ‘ .
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1100 : Rest for the Earth? Another Look at Genesis 2.1-3
USA 3 Howard N. Wallace 49
USA and Canada only : Common Ground: An Ecological Reading of Genesis 2-3
ISBN 0-8298-1407-8
: Carol A. Newsom 60
Typeset by Sheffield Academic Press .
e .. and Earthing the Human in Genesis 1-3
Printed on acid-free paper in Great Britain Mark G. Brett 73
by Bell & Bain Ltd, Glasgow
Tl ‘Beloved, Come Back to Me”: Ground’s Theme Song in
I S icati Genesis 3?
British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data Shirley Wurst 87
A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library Alienation and “‘Emancipation’ from the Earth:
The Earth Story in Genesis 4
Gunther Wit
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data er Wittenberg 105
A catalog record for this book is available ' Ecojustice: A Study of Genesis 6.11-13

from the Library of Congress ) Anne Gardner 117



Mixed Blessings for Animals: The Contrasts of Genesis 9
John Olley

The Voice of the Earth: An Indigenous Reading of Genesis 9
Wali Fejo

The Earth Story as Presented by the Tower of Babel Narrative
Ellen van Wolde

Chosen People in a Chosen Land: Theology and Ecology
in the Story of Israel’s Origins
Gene McAfee

The Priestly Promise of the Land: Genesis 17.8 in the

Context of P as a Whole
Suzanne Boorer

‘For Out of that Well the Flocks were Watered”:
Stories of Wells in Genesis
Laura Hobgood-Oster

Forgotten Voices of Earth: The Blessing Subjects in Genesis 49
Carole R. Fontaine

Bibliography
Index of References
Index of Authors

The Earth Story in Genesis

130

140

147

158

175

187

200

211
227
234

i
1
:
:

Foreword

Desmond Tutu

Planet Earth is in crisis. More and more life systems are being
threatened. Scientists estimate that at least half, and perhaps as much
as 80 per cent, of the world’s animal and plant species, are found in
the rainforests. The rainforests are the lungs of the planet producing
much of the oxygen that humans and other oxygen-dependent crea-
tures need to survive. The rainforests, alas, are still being destroyed at
an alarming rate.

Resolving the ecological crisis of our planet, however, is no longer a
problem we can leave to the scientists. Just as we are all part of the
problem, we are also part of the solution. We all need to come to
terms with the forces that have created this crisis and the resources
within our traditions that can motivate us to resolve the crisis. One of
those traditions is our biblical heritage.

It is significant, therefore, that the Earth Bible Project has chosen to
take the Earth crisis seriously and to re-read our biblical heritage in
the light of this crisis. The Earth Bible Team has listened closely to
ecologists and developed a set of principles to re-read the biblical text
from an ecojustice perspective. The concern of Earth Bible writers is
not to defend the biblical text blindly, but to identify those passages
that may have contributed to the crisis and to uncover those traditions
that have valued Earth but been suppressed.

I commend the Earth Bible Team for including representative
writers from around the globe, including the Southern hemisphere. I
commend the team for confronting the biblical tradition honestly and
openly in dialogue with ecologists. And, in particular, I commend the
writers for daring to read the biblical text afresh from the perspective
of Earth. Feminists have forced us to confront the patriarchal
orientation of much of the biblical text. Earth Bible writers are now
confronting us with the anthropocentric nature of much of the biblical
text. We now ask: does the text devalue Earth by making the self-
interest of humans its dominant concern?

I recommend you read the Earth Bible series with a critical but
empathetic eye. As a critical reader you will want to assess whether



