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**THIS IS A DRAFT SYLLABUS** 
 
Course Title: Gender, Class, and Ethnicity in the Pauline Letters 
Course ID: BTS-2495/BTS-5080 
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY 
Course Syllabus 
 
Instructor: Sunder John Boopalan, Ph.D. (Princeton Theological Seminary) 
Email: JBoopalan@cmu.ca 
Office:  B324.1 
Lecture times: Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Some of the most contentious issues with respect to gender, class, and ethnicity are found in the 
Pauline letters. They are important to analyze because Paul’s letters make up a third of the New 
Testament. The course dives into key biblical texts on these topics, allowing students to engage 
with wide-ranging debates regarding interpretation and application with attention to their 
historical and contemporary significance. 
 
OBJECTIVES 

• To undertake a reading of select texts from primary (biblical texts) and secondary sources 
from/on the Pauline Letters to understand gender, class, and ethnicity. 

• To enable students to recognize how and why the Pauline Letters are some of the most 
contentious biblical texts that affect (Christian) communities and their interpretations. 

• To allow students to enter words and worlds of debate and dialogue with respect to 
interpretation and application of biblical texts. 

• To be curious about and appreciate the relationship between historical and contemporary 
worlds. 
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