
 

 

 

International Students are welcome at  
Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) 

CMU is an accredited and innovative Christian university located in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, with approximately 500 students and offering bachelor degrees in Arts, Business 
Administration, Music, Music Therapy, and pathways to Pre-professional programs.  CMU is a 
member of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada. 

CMU is moved and transformed by the teachings of Jesus, and fundamentally teaches the 
practice of peace and social justice.  Through teaching, research and service, CMU inspires and 
equips women and men for lives of service, leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 

Canadian Mennonite University is mostly an undergraduate university.  Students can complete 
three and four year BA degrees in a variety of accredited majors, as well as bachelor degrees in 
Business, Music and Music Therapy.  Academic writing support is available for those enrolled in 
the regular program, as well as peer support mentoring for the various disciplines.   

New to CMU is the Graduate School of Theology and Ministry, offering MA programs in 
Theology and Christian Ministry, or a Graduate Certificate in theological studies.  

CMU is also known for the exciting Outtatown program - a two semester ‘gap’ year program of 
experiential learning that includes travel across Western Canada with a cross-cultural experience 
in either Guatemala or South Africa; as well as a one semester bilingual program in Burkina 
Faso. 

International students are enriched by the life and learning at Canadian Mennonite University.  
Over the years students have come from Korea, Kenya, Paraguay, Germany, Mexico, China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Switzerland, The Netherlands, Guatemala, Zimbabwe, Japan and other 
countries.   

In order to study at CMU, you will need to meet the following criteria:  

• Apply (on line) for admission to CMU. You will meet entrance requirements at CMU if 
you meet the requirements for university admission in your own country.  

 
• Send official high school or post-secondary transcripts that show you meet university 

entrance requirements.  If your transcripts are not in English, it is up to you, to have them 
translated and certified by an educational or embassy official, notary, or translated by a 



 

 

certified translator. They should then be mailed to us.  Scanned copies are not 
sufficient. These documents must be in English.   
 

• English Language Requirement (If your first language is not English or if you do not come 
from a country that is exempt from the English Language Proficiency Requirement).  You must 
have a recent (less than one year) TOEFL score of 550 (for the paper-based test), or 213 (for 
the computer-based test.  The TOEFL website is www.toefl.org.  CanTest, PTE (Academic), 
C.A.E.L. and IELTS are also acceptable language tests.  See our website for further details. 

 
• Upon receipt of your application, application fee, and official transcripts, we will 

assess your application and communicate with you regarding your acceptance. 
 
Please note:  You must meet the following requirements to obtain a study permit from 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada in order to receive a student visa:  

- a letter of acceptance from CMU,  
- a special immigration document prepared by CMU,  
- an acceptable medical report,  
- a visitor visa is also required from some countries in order for you to travel to Canada 
- evidence of sufficient finances (e.g. bank statement, transferred funds to CMU)   

Provision of adequate finances to pay for your tuition and living expenses should be 
based on the basic costs of one academic year (September to April) of full-time study 
while living on-campus as a single student in a dormitory setting 

Tuition and living costs quoted in Canadian dollars for the Fall/Winter 2013-14 Semesters 

Tuition  $   9,862.00 (30 credit hours, 15 each semester) 
Books & Fees  $   1,500.00 (approximate)  
Room & Board $   5,898.00 (based on sharing a dormitory room) 
Personal Effects $      500.00 
Total: $ 17,760.00 
  

A small percentage increase in tuition rates is announced in late spring each year which would 
change these amounts upwards slightly.   
 
Note: If you plan to stay on campus from May to August, there are additional room and board 
charges (estimated at $2,000 - $3,000).  

 
Canadian Immigration Law requires international students to have enough funds available to 
pay for their length of study. To receive a three-year study permit, you need to show that you 
have financial support for three years' education (tuition and living costs) when you enter the 
country. At minimum, you will be required to produce funds for at least the first year of your 
schooling in order to secure even a one-year study permit.  

  
Financial aid from CMU is very limited for international students. There are many requests for 
assistance and we recognize the challenges to study in Canada. You will need to find the 



 

 

necessary funds through your own sources. Consider your local church or personal sponsors that 
may be able to help you by providing you with the needed funds. 
 
On-campus work may be available to international students when they arrive as well as support 
to help full-time international students apply for off-campus work after being a student in good 
standing in Canada for 6 months1. This provision will not help with immigration requirements as 
you may not include finances earned at this work when you apply to study in Canada.  
Note: Students wishing to work on or off-campus must obtain a Social Insurance Number (SIN 
card) prior to beginning work.  Applications can be obtained from the Coordinator of 
International Student Programs upon arrival at CMU. 

Summary of steps to follow in order to become a student at CMU:  

If you feel you meet the international student requirements, you can apply for acceptance and 
housing, by completing  

- an application,  
- mailing in your official transcript(s) and  
- official approved English Language test score (if required)   
- an application fee of $150.00 (Canadian Funds non-refundable) 
- a housing application and references ($100 deposit required in June to reserve room) 
- fees may be sent in the form of a bank draft, postal money order, major credit card or 

deposited by Inter-Bank Transfer. 
 
Students who wish to wire Canadian Funds, may contact the admissions office for further 
details.  
 
Once you have fulfilled all the necessary steps to application:  
If you meet our entrance criteria, and we have received the fees and all documents referred 
to above, CMU’s Assistant Director of Enrolment will send you an official Letter of 
Acceptance along with an Immigration document, which may then be taken to a Canadian 
immigration officer at the Canadian Embassy in your country. You will need this letter in 
order to obtain your Study Permit. After acquiring your Study Permit, you may secure 
your flight arrangements directly to Winnipeg International Airport and inform us of your 
plans.  Your admissions counselor will take a copy of this permit upon arrival for your 
student file.  
 
If you have further questions, feel free to contact Mitch Krohn, in Enrolment Services  at 
1.204.487.3300; 1.204.594.0525 (direct) fax 1.204.487.3858 or e-mail me at mkrohn@cmu.ca. 

 
(This document revised May 28, 2013) 

                                                
1 An International student may apply for an off campus work permit (OCWP), after being a full time student for 6 
months (permits will take about 15 to 30 days to process).  The application fee for the OCWP is $150.  Once you 
have received an OCWP, you must continue as a full time student and may work up to 20 hours per week when 
studying and 40 hours when not studying (Christmas break and summer).  You may also continue work on campus 
after you have received an OCWP.  An OCWP is issued for the length of the study permit. If you are suspended or 
do not comply with the rules, your work permit must be surrendered or may be revoked. 


