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BA with a Geography Major 
Why major in Geography at CMU?  
The study of Geography concerns physical and human processes and interactions on the earth’s geo-systems – a key issue as the 
world debates the impact of human life on our planet. Physical Geography asks where and why natural phenomena occur as they 
do. Human Geography asks why human and cultural elements are located the way they are. Investigation of the relationship 
between physical and human factors is central to this major. Studies in Geography nurture an appreciation and care for creation, 
and prepare you for careers in education, conservation, planning, and resource industries. 
 

Program Strengths 
At CMU, Geography is studied in an interdisciplinary setting which includes International Development Studies, Peace and 
Conflict Transformation Studies, Biblical and Theological Studies, and Political Studies. This provides an opportunity to integrate 
your personal convictions and beliefs into your academic studies, while preparing for work in a diversity of areas and disciplines. 
 
Practicum placements help students apply their classroom learning and get practical, hands-on experience, developing skills for 
professional success. Additionally, small class sizes, and support from professors, help students succeed in CMU’s academically 
rigorous program.  
 

Career Paths  

• Geographer 

• Map curator 

• Outdoor guide 

• Land use analyst 

• Market research analyst 

• Environmental impact analyst 

• Mapping technologist 

• Foreign service officer 

• Urban/regional planner 

• Surveyor 

• Natural resource specialist 

• Community activist 

• Teacher 

• Soil scientist 

• Water resource specialist 

 

Skills Developed 
• Understanding and creating maps and geographic 

computer models 

• Understanding the physical environment  

• Understanding human-environment problems 

• Conducting field studies 

• Communicating complex ideas 

• Synthesizing information 

• Critical thinking  

• Effective Research 

• Oral and written expression 

• Organization–work independently 

• Time management
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Geography Programs 
CMU offers programs in Geography including: 

• Major in Geography major within the three-year Bachelor of Arts 

• Minor in Geography minor within the Bachelor of Arts 
 

CMU Courses in the Geography Program 
• Introduction to Physical Geography 

• Introduction to Human Geography 

• Introduction to Environmental Studies 

• Rural Development  

• Environment, Society and Resilience 

• Just and Sustainable Food Systems 

• Introduction to Global Health  

Course descriptions can be found on the CMU website. Contact the admissions department with further questions.  
 
In addition to specific Geography courses, students will take courses in the humanities, sciences, social sciences, and Biblical and 
Theological Studies as part of their degree.  
 
A work-integrated learning course is required in every degree at CMU. This practicum can be done as an intensive 12-week 
placement or a once-a-week placement over 20 weeks during the school year. The work placement can help students explore the 
field they are majoring in for career possibilities or it can provide a way to expand their experiences in a field they haven’t thought 
about before.  

 


