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BA with a Humanities Major 
Why major in Humanities at CMU?  
The study of Humanities provides you ways to explore the complexity of human life by learning stories of the past, studying how 
they are shared, and exploring how these stories shape our world. Through rigorous and innovative study in creative courses, 
projects, and conversations, you will be encouraged to ask critical questions about the meaning of life and faith.  
 
Majoring in Humanities provides a foundation in the core humanities disciplines of History, Philosophy, and English. This 
interdisciplinary approach enables students to explore the ways people understand and make sense of the world around them. 
CMU’s course availabilities provide background for students interested in pursuing graduate or professional degrees where an 
undergraduate degree is required for admission. 
 

Program Strengths  

The nature of CMU’s program is that students are partners in learning with their professors; these relationships of mentorship help 
students achieve academic success and shape their learning to match their interests and goals. Within the classroom, students are 
encouraged to explore new ideas and ask questions, which enriches the learning environment.  
 
Opportunities beyond the classroom provide students with the chance to connect their academic learning to practical, hands-on 
experiences. Practicum placements are a setting in which students can develop their skills and discern interests, which can 
contribute to finding a meaningful career.  

 

Career Paths  

• Editor 

• Journalist 

• Lawyer 

• Teacher 

• Public speaker 

• Project director 

• Copy Editor 

• Public relations representative 

• Volunteer coordinator 

• Special events coordinator 

• Professor 

 

Skills Developed 
• Reading and interpreting texts 

• Communicating complex ideas 

• Oral and written expression 

• Creative and critical thinking  

• Editing  

• Resourcefulness 

• Strong research ability 

• Persuasive/presentation ability 

• Organization 

• Independent work 

• Time management 

• Cross cultural awareness 

 

 



 

December 2020 

 

CMU Courses in the Humanities Program 
English 

• English Literature – Prose Fiction 

• English Literature – Poetry and Drama 

• English Literature – Narrative Film 

• Introduction to Theatre 

• Medieval Literature 

• Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Literature 

• Romantic and Victorian Literature 

• Modernist Literature 

• Creative Writing – Non-fiction 

• Creative Writing – Short Fiction 

• Creative Writing – Poetry 

• The Digital Word 

• Introduction to Literature for Theatre 

• The History of the Book  

• Shakespeare  

• Studies in Sixteenth-Century Literature 

• Studies in Seventeenth-Century Literature 

• Nineteenth-Century Novel 

• The Novel Since 1900 

• Canadian Literature 

• World Literature in English 

• Mennonite Literature 

• Studies in Medieval Literature 

• Short Fiction 

• Milton 

• Dante – The Divine Comedy 

• Literary Non-fiction 

• Reading Culture 

• Revenge 

• Literary Theory  
 
History 

• History of the West in a Global Context  

• History of Colonial Canada 

• History of the Canadian Nation since 1867 

• History of Indigenous Peoples of Canada 

• Religion and Conflict in Historical Perspective 

• History of the Developing World  

• Mennonites in Europe 

• Mennonites in Canada and the United States 

• History of the United States 

• The Fifties and Sixties – North America Cold, Cool and 
Radical  

• History of Art and Culture – Classical to Late Medieval 

• History of Art and Culture – Renaissance to the Present 

• Renaissance and Reformation 

• Religion in Canadian History 

• Theory and Methods of History 

 

Philosophy 

• The Task of Philosophy – The Question of Reality 

• The Task of Philosophy – The Question of Knowledge 

• Postmodern Philosophy  

• Aquinas and Wittgenstein – Language, Reality and 
God 

• An Introduction to Metaphysics 

• Hegel and Kierkegaard – Subjectivity, System and 
Paradox 

• Business Ethics 

• The Ethics of Love 

• Social and Political Philosophy 

• Philosophical Investigations of Death and Dying 

• Philosophy of Mathematics 

• Existentialism 

• Introductory Logic 

• Ethical Living in a Technological Society 

• Being in the World – Heidegger and Merleau-Ponty 

• Whose Violence? Which Peace? 

• Paul and the Philosophers 

• The Gift – Philosophical and Theological Investigations 
 
Course descriptions can be found on the CMU website. Contact the admissions department with further questions.  
 
In addition to courses in the Humanities, students will take courses in the social sciences, sciences, and Biblical and Theological 
Studies as part of their degree. 
 
A work-integrated learning course is required in every degree at CMU. This practicum can be done as an intensive 12-week 
placement or a once-a-week placement over 20 weeks during the school year. The work placement can help students explore the 
field they are majoring in for career possibilities or it can provide a way to expand their experiences in a field they haven ’t thought 
about before.  


