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Verna Mae Janzen MUSIC COMPETITION 2022

“Piangerò la sorte mia” from Giulio Cesare  
“Love, love, love” from Private Collection
“L’été”

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
John Weinzweig (1913-2006)

Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944)

JOANNA LOEPP THIESSEN, SOPRANO

GEORG NEUHOFER, PIANO
Well Tempered Clavier, Book 1
 “Prelude in A minor no. 20, BVW 865” 
“Everything waits for the lilacs”
9 Bagatelles
 “Bagtale no. 8”
“Barcarolle,” Op. 60

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

John Burge (b. 1961)
William Bolcom (b. 1938)

Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849)

Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Adam Gwon (b. 1980)

CARRIE SCHULZ, SOPRANO
“Villanelle”
“Abendempfindung” 
“I’ll Be here” from Ordnary Days

Piano Sonata No. 18 in E flat major, Op. 31 no. 3
 “Scherzo” 
“Mélancolie,” FP 105
Pierrette, Op. 41

“Air De Ballet”

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944)

ANNA SCHWARTZ, PIANO

“Je dis que rien ne m’épouvante” from Carmen
“Joy Alone”
“Pensar en él” 

Georges Bizet (1838-1875) 
Jake Heggie (b. 1961)

Emilio Arrieta (1823-1894)

ANNABELLE HOLLANDER, SOPRANO



Competitor Biographies
Annabelle Hollander is currently in her fifth year of a vocal performance degree with a minor in science at 
Canadian Mennonite University in her hometown of Winnipeg, Manitoba. Annabelle first discovered her 
love of singing at Linden Christian School where she partook in various choirs and musicals. During high 
school she took voice lessons for a year and a half, and after graduating in 2017, she continued with lessons 
at CMU. Her current voice teacher is Dawn Bruch-Wiens. As this is her last year Annabelle is working 
towards her final credit recital that will be taking place in April. She is very excited to be performing in the 
Verna Mae Janzen competition again.

Hailing from Kitchener, Ontario, Joanna Loepp Thiessen is in her final year of a Bachelor of Music degree 
at Canadian Mennonite University with a concentration in vocal performance. A graduate of Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate, Joanna studied voice for two years at Wilfrid Laurier University before arriving 
at CMU, where she currently studies with Dawn Bruch-Wiens. Recently, Joanna was awarded the Abner 
Martin Music Scholarship, earned 1st place in the Manitoba NATS competition Senior Category, and had a 
performance feature on CBC Radio. Joanna will be attending Opera Nuova’s 10 Day Development Program 
in July of 2022, and is very much looking forward to participating in the Verna Mae Janzen competition this year.

Georg Neuhofer (he/him) is from Inglis, Manitoba, a small village about two hours north of Brandon, 
Manitoba. He started playing piano when he was six years old, often playing at the local music festival.  
This gave him the opportunity to also play at the provincial music festival where he has won first prize and 
placed several times. Georg has completed his level 10 RCM in piano and is currently studying classical 
piano with Shirley Elias at Canadian Mennonite University. He is in his third year of a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree with a concentration in the Senior Instrumental stream and is currently teaching piano 
through the Community School of Music and the Arts. Georg is excited to be performing in this year’s 
Verna Mae competition! 

Soprano, Carrie Schulz, is a third-year student completing a Bachelor of Arts degree with a music major. 
Carrie enjoys the individual practice of singing and has performed in musicals, as well as Provincial 
and Winnipeg Music festivals. She is also passionate about choral music and is a current member of the 
Winnipeg choir Prairie Voices. Carrie is proud to represent Manitoba as a 2022 member of the National 
Youth Choir of Canada touring Eastern Canada in May. She studies voice with Judith Oatway and is always 
excited about new performance opportunities. Carrie is especially delighted to be performing again in the 
Verna Mae Janzen Music Competition! 

Anna Schwartz (she/her) is a 21-year-old pianist and composer from Fort Frances, Ontario. She studies 
with Shirley Elias, and her previous piano teachers have included Joe Belanger and Loren Hiebert. Anna 
also enjoys conducting, and in February 2022 she conducted the premiere of her own opera, Eleanor in 
New York, written during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Her original composition for orchestra, 
“Prairie Sunrise,” was performed by the Mennonite Community Orchestra in their fall 2021 concert. Anna 
has completed examinations through the Royal Conservatory of Music for ARCT Keyboard Harmony, 
Grade X Voice, and ARCT Piano, earning a provincial Gold Medal for her voice exam mark of 92. Anna is 
honoured to be participating in the Verna Mae Janzen competition this year!



Adjudicator Biographies
ANDREA LETT, SOPRANO 
Born and raised in Saskatchewan, soprano Andrea Lett has worked for companies across North America 
including San Francisco Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Manitoba Opera, Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, 
Edmonton Opera, Against the Grain Theater Company, and the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra. 

Awards include the CBC Young Artist Prize and the Audience Choice Award at the Canadian Opera 
Company Centre Stage Competition, as well as First Prize in the WMC Doris McLellan Competition. In 
2017, Andrea was an ensemble in the world premier of The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs, a rewarding project 
that went on to win Best Opera Recording at the 2019 Grammy Awards. She was also featured as a soloist in 
Against the Grain's Messiah Complex, which is currently nominated for the 2022 Juno Awards.  

Andrea happily calls Winnipeg “home” and enjoys spending time with her 7-year-old, three wonderful 
rescue pets, and her husband

 

JUDY KEHLER SIEBERT, PIANO
Pianist, Dr. Judy Kehler Siebert has connected powerfully with listeners in European concert halls, rural 
Canadian school gyms, Bosnian galleries, and venues from Lithuania to Mexico and Brazil to Alaska. 
Whether performing as a solo pianist or chamber musician, whether teaching or adjudicating, her passion 
and goal is to communicate the many languages of music, and to spark a connection with others. Her joy is to 
foster that desire in those she mentors and is tireless in her efforts to support, nurture, and encourage students.

A University of Manitoba faculty member, Judy has inspired a variety of changes and expansions within the 
Desautels Faculty, including development of the Masters Degree and Post Baccalaureate Diploma in 
Collaborative Piano which she continues to co-coordinate with colleague, Dr. Laura Loewen. In February 
2020, Judy and Laura developed and organized the inaugural Dream Big conference at the Desautels 
Faculty of Music, the first conference ever held for collaborative pianists in Canada. 

As the head of the Small Chamber Music Ensembles program she works with students from all Bachelor 
Music concentrations, ensemble coaches, and administrators to create collaborative opportunities that offer 
each student meaningful and robust participation in ensemble playing. 

Though paused during Covid, Judy continues her twenty-year association with Project Paraguay, involving 
biennial residencies to mentor students and teachers in four centres. Numerous students have followed her 
back to Canada for undergraduate and Masters degrees.

A soloist and a chamber musician, she has performed in Canada, USA, England, the Netherlands, Spain, 
Paraguay, Brazil, Sweden, Serbia, Bosnia and Italy. Recently, Judy performs and tours most frequently with 
the Desautels Piano Trio, with cellist, Dr. Minna Chung as the Nacka Duo, and in various ensembles with 
local and international partners.



Verna Mae Janzen
 

Verna Mae Janzen was born in Chicago, Illinois. Her studies and career focused on 
teaching gifted children and later working with children with learning disabilities. 
We met at the University of Illinois and married in 1966. Our life together took us to 
Ottawa, then to Chalk River, Ontario. Sadly, Verna died of cancer in 1989. 

Although we were not always part of a Mennonite community, I followed the 
creation of Canadian Mennonite University with great interest. This sponsorship is 
my small contribution towards its success. But why a music competition? Verna and 
I met through our interest in choral singing, and everywhere we settled we joined 
or started a house-singing group. This is my way of supporting the singing we loved.

I always dreamed of someday dedicating a memorial to my wife—a wonderful loving, 
sensitive, intelligent and happy companion. Through the Verna Mae Janzen Music 
Competition at CMU, I can keep her memory alive.





Upcoming CMU Events

April 10 Spring at CMU | 7:00 PM CDT | Online 

April 27 Virtual Open House | 6:00 PM 

April 30 Convocation | 1:30 PM Bethel Mennonite Church  
       465 Stafford St., Winnipeg

May 25 Virtual Open House | 6:00 PM 

June 6–17 Canadian School of Peacebuilding (CSOP) 

June 15 CMU Golf Classic | Bridges Golf Course

June 16  CSOP Lecture: Choosing Love in the Wake of Wounding  
with Dr. Johanna McCants-Turner | 7:30 PM | Marpeck Commons

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
500 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg, MB Canada R3P 2N2 | Treaty No. 1 Territory


